As this anaemia is common in India, it is described more fully than originally intended.
Features are like those of pernicious anaemia but free hydrochloric acid is usually present in the gastric juice. Diarrhoea is common. There is no spinal cord involvement.
Dietary deficiency plays an important part, and the condition is aggravated by pregnancy. Malaria and intestinal infections (e.g. ankylostomiasis, enteritis, dysentery) are supposed to be the chief precipitating factors. It occurs in both sexes and at all ages. During the last war large numbers of cases were seen among the Indian soldiers, most of them occurring among the vegetarians. 
